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REMARKS 

The Final Office Action issued in the present application has been carefully 
considered. Six claims remain pending in this continuation application, numbered 1,11, 
12, 17, 23 and 24. Claim 1 is the sole independent claim. Claim 12 has been canceled. 
Claims 1, 12, 23 and 24 have been amended. 

The specification and claims have been amended to address and, hopefully, 
resolve the objections and rejections raised by the Examiner. 

In particular, the underlined brackets in the 11/06 amendment have been 
corrected. Claim 13 has been deleted to avoid possible future objection under 37 C.F.R 
§ 1.75. The informalities of claims 12 (and claims dependent thereon), 23 and 24 have 
been addressed by amending each of these claims to eliminate redundancies and 
indefiniteness (35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph), and improve clarity. 

The present invention, as claimed in newly amended independent claim 1, is 
directed to an ostomy pouch. As amended, the curved periphery of this ostomy pouch 
has a sliding zipper fastener on a portion of it configured to permit recloseable opening 
of the pouch along a curved part of this curved periphery. The outer pouch contains an 
inner pouch which is removeably secured directly or indirectly to the outer pouch by a 
separable coupling. The inner pouch is also capable of being removed from the outer 
pouch and replaced by another inner pouch. The curved periphery part which is 
opened by the sliding zipper fastener has a length that permits folding of an outer pouch 
wall and unhindered access to the separable coupling, see page 17, lines 8-9. 

It is believed that the present invention, as newly claimed in amended 
independent claim 1 , is not anticipated or obvious in view of the cited references when 
applied singly or in combination. 

The Examiner cited Sato, et al. (Sato), Hulett and Morton in rejecting the formerly 
pending claims. 

Sato is cited for elements which include a curved periphery, a recloseable 
opening along a periphery, a fastener, and an inner pouch removeably securable 
directly or indirectly to the outer pouch by a separable coupling. The Examiner also 
asserts that Sato teaches folding of the opening that inevitably leads to facilitating 
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access (making access easier) as an opening of any length makes it easier than no 
opening to access the coupling. 

It is believed that the present amended claim 1 clarifies the patentable 
distinctions from this reference and that these distinctions are not taught or provided by 
the additional references Hulett and Morton so that their combination does not render 
the invention as claimed obvious. 

Claim 1 now provides that the curved periphery part opened by the sliding zipper 
fastener has a length which permits folding of an outer pouch wall and unhindered 
access to the separable coupling. 

Sato does not have or teach a sliding zipper fastener that opens part of a curved 
periphery a length which permits folding of an outer pouch wall to an extent that gives 
unhindered access to the separable coupling. 

Sato discloses and teaches that the inner pouch can be drawn out of the outer 
pouch by opening the fastener 14, see column 7, lines 53-54 and 58-59, and Fig. 1d. 
Sato teaches removal of the pouch through an opening. Unhindered access to the 
separable coupling is not shown or taught. Sato also does not show or teach folding of 
part of the curved periphery of an outer pouch wall. Figs. 1k and 1d of Sato do not 
teach or suggest such folding as suggested by the Examiner and certainly not to the 
extent of folding provided for in the present invention, as claimed. Sato does not 
address in any way unhindered access to the separable coupling, accordingly, folding of 
the outer pouch wall and the extent of folding is not considered. 

The teachings of Hulett and Morton do not provide the structures missing from 
Sato so as to yield or render obvious the present invention, as claimed. Morton teaches 
a sliding mechanism. This mechanism is located at the base of a pouch so as to 
provide a resealable leak-proof opening through which the stored contents of the 
ostomy pouch can be emptied. Similarly, Hulett teaches a sliding tab, zip-lock type 
closure means as the resealable leak-proof opening for draining an ostomy pouch. 

The teaching of a slideable closure mechanism to drain an ostomy pouch does 
not properly combine with Sato's recloseable opening limited to drawing out an inner 
pouch to render obvious the unhindered access to the separable coupling of the present 
invention, as claimed. 
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The ostomy pouch of the present invention, as claimed, having a curved zipper 
opening with a length to permit folding of the outer pouch wall and unhindered access to 
the separable coupling, is believed to be patentable. 

The present invention combines elements in a manner to provide an ostomate 
with a device that permits unhindered access to separating, removing, replacing an 
inner pouch in a two-pouch system that is obvious and heretofore unknown. 

Allowance of this application is respectfully solicited. 

The courteous phone call notification by the Examiner of the deadline response 
for this application is greatly appreciated. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Patent Department 
100 Headquarters Park Drive 
Skillman, NJ 08558 



Stuart E. Krieger 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 28,731 
Phone: 908-904-2376 



/Stuart E. Krieger/ 



Date: August 1 , 2007 
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